Administration of ECT in a patient with an inoperable abdominal aortic aneurysm: serial imaging of the aorta during maintenance.
This case report reviews the treatment of a 74-year-old man with an abdominal aortic aneurysm, bipolar affective disorder, and Lewy body dementia who demonstrated a remarkable positive response to an acute and maintenance course of electroconvulsive therapy (ECT) treatment. This is the first report with serial imaging of an abdominal aortic aneurysm during maintenance ECT. There are limited alternative therapies for those patients who do not meet surgical criteria for an abdominal aortic repair because of dementing disorders. In patients who suffer comorbid mood disorders, ECT has been shown to be an effective option in preserving quality of life and successfully stabilizing the level of agitation.